Travellers in India

does not suffice to meet the king's rent. It thus
happens more often than not that they find
themselves ruined by this revenue payment."*
This pitiful picture is followed by a graphic
account of the horrible practices of people who
farmed out the revenue, and of the tortures suf-
fered by the ryots. We do not wonder at the
fact, mentioned above as having been told us by
Tavernier, that sometimes whole districts were
deserted, the wretched peasants finding it pre-
ferable to starve in the woods rather than till the
land on these impossible conditions.

Space forbids any further quotations from
Manucci's narrative. The two passages already
given may perhaps serve to convey some idea of
his style,, and of the kind of information which
he gives in his book. A detailed analysis of his
work is impossible here, as it wrould resolve itself
into a history of Aurangzib's reign; in addition
to which his history rather amplifies our pre-
vious knowledge than gives us new.

Manned was not, of course, a cultivated
observer like Bernier, and he naturally prefers
to record his observations than to draw gene-
ralised conclusions from them. For the task he
set himself his shrewd mother wit eminently
fitted him. The native talent of the man may
be gathered from his medical success. It is true,
of course, that among the blind the one-eyed
man is king; but that Manucci, without any

* Vol. in, 46.
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